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ABSTRACT ^ 

^ " • Since ihe future role played by tiie school library 
media center is i^iportant to library planners^^ a D^elphi survey/ 
questioned school librarians, leaders in -the profession, and faculty 
members in schools Kith\ media. Four f actors . w.ere 6een to affect the 
future of the media center: (1) trends ^ within; the next 25 years, {^) 
innovations needing to be introduced in the futut^, (3) trends' rated 
in terms of de&irability \and (4) differences in ratings by th^ three 
groups! In general, prao-Gicing librarian^* officers, and professors 
agree in their assessment\ of the, desirabilit,y .of each new tre^d a-nd 
innovation but stress that library schools will have to provide a. 
mbre media-oriented coursd of^ studies if they are to effectively meet 
the futute deadline presenjted by this study, Statistioal- tables, are 
provi^^. (Auth'or/D&) 
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The Future of School Library Media Centers 

The school .library media specialist is by necessity an .administrator "Who 
mus't assume all the obligations of that role. One of the most impo.rtant as * 
well as; most challenging concerns planning defined by Elizabeth' Stone as "that 
part of th^. management process which sets the objectives of administrative 
action in the future" [1, p.36]\ A ^mpl ex* process, it requires the planner to 
exercfise analytical powers over an unjjounded time period and to project plans 
into an uncertain future. Daniel Bell in bis recent venture in social fore- - 
casting notes that although the margin for er^or increases the further ahead one 
projects "at crucial points. trends become subjefct to choice.. .and the decisioii 
.(to accelerate, swerve or deflect trends) is a ^policy intervention which may 
create a turning point in the history... of an institution" [2, p. 4]. 

The assumption that* trends are subject to the choices and decisions made 

■ / • • * 

by thoste concerned with school library media centers underlies this study. . The 
last quarter of /the twentieth century may very wbII bfe one of those turning 
points mention^ by Bell. In any event>, knowing what trends and innovations 
members of the profession foresee for that period should enhance the efforts of 
planners. - 

Purpose of the Study , ' . 

The purpose of this 'study is, therefore, to deterinine the trends considered 
likely and tl^e Jnnovatipnd, considered desirable in school library media centers 
of the future as identified by three groups; namely: practicing*.librarians 
who are members of th^ American Association of Sqhool (librarians; leaders of the 



prof ession* -in this case officers and committTee members of AA^L who aire not li- 

brary , educators;'*^ and Acuity members in ALA accred^.ted library schools who have 

'van expre'ssed'inteirest in library m&lia centers. - ' ' 

\ - / • ' ' 

* ' I ^» / 

.The study concentrates on ^our questions: 

1. What .trends do members^ of these groups forecast' *as likely to be present in^ ^ 
school library media* centers* during the next twenty-f iv^ years? 

2. ' What innovations would they like to see inttoduced in the future? 

3. How do they rate these trends and innovations in terms of desirability and 
, probable date when they will become common practice? ' • • * . 

4. Do, the three groups differ eignif ican^tly in their ratings of the trends 
and innovations? - ' * • 

pesign and Procedures ^of the Sttj^dy 
- The research design for this study is an exploratory design directed at 
identifying trends and innovations ^rather that causal relationships. A mod- 
ification^of .the Delphi technique developed by Olaf Helmer-^tB] was used to - 
gerierate data. As the name Delphi suggests, making judgments about th6 future 
-is a major element of the process in which the goal is t'o collect opinions 
about probabilities in -terms of such variables as desirabl*lity and time^ 

The Delphi technlqtie generally rfses a series of three or, in some cases, 

' W - ^ / / 

four questionnaires. The first *asks each is^spondent. to contribute some y ' > / ^ 

inforjZition on the topic upder ^.nvestigation.^ ^Ea2h re^spbndent in this stu^ 

was asked to identify one or two trends* (desirable or undesirable) he thjjiught ' 

likely, to be present in medi^ 9enter8 over the next twenty-five years a^nd one 

' - ^ ' / ' 

or two innovations- he would like to see ihtroduced in the ftiture^. Tlje second 

questionnaire consists of items developed from first-ground, response^' and reh 

quests* judgments in the form of priority ratings ^or eadh item. i4rticipantf 



^ 3 

ERIC . , • 



in this'*investigation evaluate each of the twenty-eight trends and twenty-nine 
innovations -distilled from the first-round responses as to priority (desirability) 
and probable date o*f occurrence/ The present study omits the additional ^unds 
in which* each respondent is provided with an ^erage -of previous round responses 
and is asked to reconsider his own response an^ either moye to the group judgmen^^ 
or express a reason for his minority position* Such "forcing. to consensi;^" is 
unnecessary for purposes of t^is study • This modification of the Delphi technique 
provides data about the future of library media centers withdj^t reliance on a 
single expert or on a discussion type of format in wfi^h such factors as reputa- 
tion, personality, or rhetoric may influence decision making* . , ^ 

The three respondent groups fox this study include a rancjom sample of 132 
practijtioners listed in the ALA Direcfory as beint members of AASL, 158 leaders 
of the, prof ession listed in the ALA Organization Handljook as being office'rs and 
committee members (excluding professors) of AASL^^and 80 professors whose 
teaching interests as described in the Association of American Library Schools 
Directory include school library organization and administrat^Lon for a total ' 
of 370 Thirty-five percent (130) returned first-found questionnaires in- 

dicating th6 trends and innovations' they anticipate foj th'^e future* The second 
questionnaire containing the fifty-sevjen icenjs generated from the first-round, 
replies was sent to all members of the original' group with ttie exce]ption of six * 
who had asked. to be'excluded* Fifty-three practitionei^, seventy-five officers, 

> y - - . ' 

and ^'irty-one profesSbrs or a total of forty-four percent rfeturped sec6nd-r<>und . 

SI - ' 

questionnaires on which they rate items in terms of desirability an^, probable - 
da'^.of occurrence^ Forty-one percent of the^ questionnaires were returned in^ 
time to be tabulated irt the results* 



Findings— Trends' ' ' ^ \ - - x 

Examination' of the .data in'Table 1 rtfve^ls that'i)i:actitioners, officers, an* 
professors generally agrfee in'th^ir assessment of the desir*ab'ility of each trend.' 
Because the s^ze of the totals respondjent grouji' exceed^s the number of items, a , ♦ 
Kruskal-Wallis nonparametric analysis of vatiance by ranks. could be applied to 
each item [5)'. Results indicate that the three groups differ significantly in 
only four cases. Comparing the statistic H fpf trends 13, .16, 23, and 24 to the 
critical values for chi-square of 5.9 (.05 level)^ and 9.2 (.01 level) shows.'a ' 
cleat rejectibn at the O^Tlevel of the assun^tlon of no significant difference 
in rankings. Ratings of each group displayed in Tables 2,' 3, and 4 disclose, 
for ex-ample, that* the officers and professors consider the media centers's be- 
comin| an open facility replacing the classroom as the learning center of the 
school a more desirable ttend <llth place) than the practitioners (17th place). 

As evident in Table 1, the three groups also differ signif iciantly in their 
estimation of the probable date of occurrence for trends 3, 4, 11,* 18, and 2/3. 
Respondents fail to give a rating for probable da,te of occurrence much m6re * , 
frequently than fo'r priority. A number' comment^ that they find it nearly impos- 
^ible to designate a-probable date of occurrence. ' Unlike' Montaigne, they can 
not by considering the present state of things "certainly conclude as to to 
future." • ^ ' . •* . ' \ 

Officers and pra'ctitioners, the two groups closest to -media centers, agree* 
completely in their last five rankings ^nd include identical items in their top 
five rankings but in different order* ^ might be expected, they are also in 
closer agreement on three •of the four trends about which the groups differ 
significantly.- The one excep^tion is tr 
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self-sufficient. That profe'ssors rank trend 24,^ight placeis higher than do 

'- . • V " » 

- ^ ^ ^ . s\ . ■ . ' 

members of the other groups may only "reflect the old argiiment about maximuB^vS, 
minimum servdce. It may be, however, that a greater appreciation of reality 



/ tinctulres the jiidgments^of those in the field. 



V 



rofessors, qyite unde^rstanilably, loolc with a more jaundiced eye than do 



^ j Other respondents on a^tr*end (T.23) toward training school library media 

speclalt&ts in colleges of education rattier than in library scho'ols. In the 

case of trend 16, 'ptactitioners and officers give mpre Importetnce than professors 

" * . *^ t ^ • ' 

to prb^iding all children's services, public as, weM, as school, withih media 

:h ■ ;■ ' • " ^ ^ ^ . . ^ ' • ' r . 

centers tfiat would b^*opeh tTie year around, ^ Job dp'&ortunities may be one 'ex- 
^ planaCipn fpr the* disparity in views* Trend 23 would curtail the number of li- 
Wary s^chool .positions open to professors; trend '46, on the other hand, would ' 
almort certainly incrVase job opportunities fot members of the other two groups. 
* ^ • ' it/q^qther treoHs would ,^af feet school I'ibrary media specialists mueh the 
' same as metttbers of other professions are being affected, Accountability (T.7) 
narrow ly misced having a significant H; it was, in tact, ranked higher by 

professors and pffic-ers than by practitionerss Thii trend toward accountability 

, ' ' . ^ *' ^ - 

is -not limited* to. tfibse 'working in an educational setting, ' Nationally legislat- 
> . * • '^^ / ^ . ' J' ' . ^ ' 

ed peer review boards are already being established to insure accountability on 

' ^tKe part of physic4^ns* Apcquhtability, whether viewejd 'as desirable or undesir- 

able, appears to i>p*a trend that will affect several service^ oriented professions 

" . • * • \.. - • , ■ ■ 

in- the future . *♦ ^-^^^ 

■< J, • ■ 

All three groups *'a^re^ 9X1 the und^sirability df 'a trend (1.28) ^toward ^ 

" ^ \ . ' . ,r V- ' * 

replacement of V^ofessiorials by paira-professiohars./ Such a. trend is also becqmin 
evident in dther prof e9;aions, In health services, for' example, "nurse practi- 
tioneV?" and "paramedics'* 't>epforra serVic&s formerly provided by physicians. 



Tables 5-8 display ^^.the distribution of .trends by priority -a'nA probable • 
date^of occurrence,^ In the case of priority, the cilmulativ^e frequency * for 
'the 'two highesSlpo*siti^ns%n^ the priority scale was usW. In Tabl« 5, for 
example,, Trend^4 is placed' at the,50th' jJercentile indicating that at least 
80 percent bl all respondents, ^rafced that item high, eitlfer^l or 2 on the • 
priority scale, ^ For date of occurrence, a cumulative percent of 75 was ^ ^ 
considered as consensus-'-J.e, , ',75 percent or more respondent agreement on .a 
probable date of occurrenc^e for a, given trend.; To llluS;trate from Table »5, 
•trend 4 appears iit the middle time pei;iod ^.(19815-108^) showing -tliat at least 
7^ percent of the respcnderits^belleve that it yill become cdmmon practice by 
the end of that' time period. Trends 18, 22, and '26 1-ie outside' the' time cells 
of Table 5 because 25 percent or more of the respojndents fail to make a judg- 
me*nf» about »their .probable dat^^f jjDccunrence . ^ 



An analysis of the di&tribucion* of trends by priority and time makes 



clear tftat,75 _£srceft^-orrT5ore ,of the, f^es pond ents give a high priority rating 
t0 only five trends. Fifty percent' pr more Qi those responding rate an 
' additional .ten trends high. The /arlie^ date of occurrence forecast for any 
of these high priority it^s is the middle period=^^^t)ie '80s. In contrast, 
all-thlTteen of. the low piiorlty items fall into the last -time cell (1995^2000) 

or, in the case df Xhree items,, into the "no datei' cell^ * Unless an effort is 

' ^-^ . . ' " * , / ' * ; ' . 

made jtO' hasten appears that the trend's considered most desir- 

able will not become practice as soon as rieipbers of., the profession might wish, 
✓ By the same token, the fact that -the trends judged l.east desirable ar$ f oife- . 
cast f oj: a later time perio^ permits' plans be^rtg made to mitigate their ef fect£ 

Ap e^janiination of ^Tables 6-8 discloses that the professors are more re- 
luctant to assign- a high priority, rating to the trends than are the officers , 



16.' 



/TABLE 5 ' r 

DISTRIBUTION OF TRENDS BY PRIORITY AND TIME— ALL"" GROUPS COMBINED 



Priority l)y 
Cumulative 
Percent 



■ 9b 
90 
85 
' 80 
' 75 
' 70 
. 65 
60 
55 

.. 50 
-...-.4S 
40 
35 
JO 
2S. 
70 
(5 
■'10 



\ 



Probable Date of Occurrence 



Early 
1975-79 



1 
3 



4,5 



7,8 
9.11 



6,10 



12 



I 



14 



X 



16 
17 

19,20 

23. 
24 
*21 
if 
27,28 



• .Middle* - • Late ' 

1980-84. 1985-89 199,0.-94 1995-2000 



18,22 



'26 



>^ Him(: In t,iie case of priority,' theg^uifoiatlve frequency foV the two highest (1 and 2) 
poBit lon« oxtt the .priority scale wdlre used. . 

Ihe probabie^date of occuri:en(;^i indicates' the period in whicft 75 percent ot more of the 
rcflpondents believe an item will become common practice. 

ERIC „ 
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. , ' • TABL£ 6 

DISTRIBUTION OF TRENDS. BY PRIORITY AND TIME^-PRACTITI ONERS ^ • 



17 



Prior ity.Sy 
Cumt^lative 
Petcen^ 



.Probable Date of Occurrence 

V 



'Early 
1^75-79 



* Middle 
1980-84 1985-89 



Late 

1990--94 ' £995-2000 



nd ) 



- 95 
. 90 

•. 85 
80.^ 
75 

65 
60 
55 

: 50 
■45. 

' 40. 

' 35 
. 30' 
25 
20' 

1^ 
• 10 



V 



5 



. HOTE: It^^^the case of priotity, the cumulative 'frequency for the two highest (1 and 
positions on:1$e priority scale were used.* ' ^ ' . ^ 



0r 



1,2,5^ 

4 



8 

.■7 ' 



. 9,12 
16 



10 



14 



15,17 

13,18,19,20 

21 

25 
27 

28- - . 



r: 



22,23 



24i26 



•The probaiie <late of occurrence': indicates the period in which 7^ percent or more of 
CDI/^Pondents b'ejjieve an item will become common practice. " . . 



2) 
tKe 



* ' .r. I. 

TABLE 7' • • • ' / 

DISTRIBUTION OF TRENDS BY PRIORITY AND TIME—OFFICERS 



\ • 18 



Priority by 
Cumulative 
Percent^ ^ 



Early 
1975-79 




Probable Date of Occurrence 



: ' . Middle' 
1980-84 • 1985-89 



1990-/4 



C2 . 1 

Late 



•nd. 



1995-2000 



4 



L 

3,4 

3 



t < 



6,r 

9,U. 
12 



I « 



0 • 



13 
15 



• I 

I 



0 



16 



/I 



14 • 




17. 


*• 


19 


18,20 


23 


22 






21 


24 


25 


26 


27 


. 28v 



NOTE: In the case of prioirity, the cumulative frequency for the tvo highest (1 and 2) 

positiorts on the' priority scale wer^6 used. 

1* " ' . * 

The probable date of occurrence indicate3 the per.iod in which 75 percent or more of the 
O pondents bel*eve an ixem will become common practice. 
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TABLE 8 ^ 

DISTRIBUTION OF TRENDS BY PRIORITY AND TIME—PROFESSORS 



■ Priority by 
f Cumulative 
• Percent 



Probabje Date of Occurrence 



Early Middle 
1975-79 , 1980-84 1985-89 



Late, 

1990-94 • 1995-2000 



nd 



9t). 

85 

80 

75 

70 

65 ' 

60 

55 

^0 

45 ' 

> 

35 

f 

30 .' 

25 

20 

15 . . 
10 



\ 



2 
1 
3 



4,5 /:i^ ■ 

7 

8,9,11,12 



6,15 



10,13 



14,24 
19 

16,17 

^0,25 

23,26,27 
<28 



18 

;■ 31.22,. 



. NOTE: In the case of priority, the cumulatULvC'frequency for the two^highest (1 and 2) 
positions on the priority '•scale' were used^j«- " . . *' 

The probable da{:e of occurrence indicates the period in which 75 percent or more of the 
respondent 8. tielieve an' item will become conmion practice. 
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and practitioners* Over all, however, th^ three groups agree ia their evaluations. 
More than 50 percent of the officers give trends 1-15 a high rating; the profes-; 
sors omit only trend 14; the practitionl^rs omit trends 13 and 15 but include trend 
16. All three groups are cautious in forecasting probable date of occurrence. 
None assign a trend to the early time period; officers and practitioners assign 
four trends to the early-middle time period (1980-1984); professoifs make their 
earliest commitment to the* latd-middle period (1985-1989). The acceleration of 
change raises the possibility, however, that such estimates may be too conserva- 
•tive. 1 • . 

^ ^ - Findings — Innovations 

0n6 man's trend may be another man's innovation. In cases wher.e an item ' 
was proposed- as both a* trend and an innovation, the decision was mad^e to list it 
as a trend on the seconTl^uestionnaire. Table 9 shows th^t the three respondent 
groups- differ significantly in four of their estimates as to the desirability of 
-the innovations. Comparix^g the statistic H for items 3, 4, 17, and~22 to the 
critical values of chi-square of 5.9 (.05 level) • and. 9. '2 (.01 level) discloses 
a clear rejection at the ^,.05 level and, in the case^of items 3, 17, and 22, a 
rejectionlat the .01 level. Respondents evidently find forecasting the probable 
date of occurrence for innovations considerably chancier than making the same ^ 
judgment for trends. Twelve of the date estimates differ signif icantly—^jftne 

at the .01 level and three more at the .05 level. 
' ft 

Examining the top five items in Tables 10, 11, .and 12 reveals that each 
group favors the use of multi-media' in ail library education courses (I.l) 
.although 'they differ significantly in their estimations as to probable date pf 
occurrence. Recruitment of personnel who can be communicator& (1.2) and 
developing means to evaluate staff and services (1.3) ^Iso find favor with all 
three groups. In addition, professors and off^-cers value r^uiring maximum 
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rather thaii minim tfin professional preparation, (1.4); practitioners, some of whom 
may meet only minimum^.s.tandards, do not include that item in their first five. 

Few ar^ interested in stationing guidance personnel in the library media • 
center(1.29). Respondents are equally unenthusiastic about providing selective 
distribution of information to. students (1.28). Although these are the only ^ 
" it^ms that appear in the last f.ive rankings of each of the three groups; 'student 
use of ^omputor interrogation systems (1.27) and. standardized plans for school 
library media centers (1.24) appear in the lasti'.five ranks of two groups. 
Unlike their ratings f or #the trefids, the groups do not agree on the innovation 
they consider least desirable. ' . , 

Table 13 displays the distribution of- innovation^ by the priority and time 
'~ ratings given each itfeirf by all three groups combined. Tables 14-16 provide 

individual group distributions. As in the distributions for trends, the priority 
rating indicates what percent of the respondents assign an Item a high rating of 
1 or 2. The time toting, indicates the period in which 75 percent or more of the 
respondents believe an innovation will become common practice. For example. 
Table 13 reveals Aat the 'innovation ranked first' by all three groups combined 
receives a high rating of 1 or 2 from 85 percent or more of all resp&ndents; 
75 percent or more of tl?em believe that the use of multi-media in all library 
iajication courses for teachers and library media specialists will become commdn 
practice during the late-mid41e (1985-1989) time period. Practitioners and 
officers place that item at the 9*0th percentile; pxofessors place it at the 85th. 
The three groups differ 8igi>if leant ly,. however , in their time estimations. f 
Practitioners estiinate that multi-media will be used in all library education 
courses by 1980-1984; of ficers ^forecast 1985-1989; professors pick 1990-1994. 
All agree that* this* is a desirable innovation but tl\e practitioners who probably 
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TABLE 13 " • 
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BlIltRIBUTION OF INNOVATIONS BY PRIORITY AND TIME—ALL GROUPS COMBINED [ / 


* >^5' 


' ~- • . • / . 

\ Probable Date of Occurrence • \ / 


\ 

* Priority bs|| \ 
Cumulative ^^^""^ 
Percent ' 


m 

Early - 
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■-' ■ ■/" ' 


95 a:;^^ , 
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• . NOTE: /in the case of priority, the cumulative frequency fbi: the two highest (1 and 2) 
' positions ofT the priority scale were used* : 

The probable date of occurrence indicates the period in which 75. percent or more of the 
•^-^^-pondents^ believe an item will become connnon practice. ^. , 
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TABLE! 1^ ', 

DISTRIBUTION OF INNOVATIONS BY PRIORITY AND TIME—PRACimO^ERS 



Priority by 
Cumulative 
■ Percent 



95 
90 
85 
80 
75 
70 
65 
60 

50 
45 
40 
35 
30 
25 
20 
15 

10 
5 



Probabje' Date <if Occurrence 



Early Middle i ' 

1975-79 1980-84 . 1^85-89 



La.te 



1990-94 



1995-2000 



4,1* 

I. 



25 



1 



7 

3' 



] 

9,10,11,12 j 
8,14,24, I 



13 
21,15 

19,20,23 

18 



17 

■ 26 
27 " 

22,29 
•• 28' 



nd 



•■"-■;•.■.>. 

NOTE: In the c^t^of priority, the cumulative frequency for the two highest (1 and 2) 
positions, on the pfiority scale were used. 

The probable date of occurrence indicates the period in which 75 p6rcen"t or more of the 
O Jondents believe an Item will become common practice.. '' c 
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DISTRIBUTION OF INNOVATIONS BY 'PRIORITY AND TIME—OFFICERS \ 
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'MOTE;. the case of priority, the cumulat;lva frequency for the two highest (1 and 2) 
positions on the priority scale were used. 



Ihe probable date of occurrence indicates the peri^id in which 75 percent or more o 
resDondents believe an item will become cotnmon practice • 
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TABLE 16 ■ - . 
DISTPIBUTION OF .INNOVATIONS BY PRIORITY AND TIME— rPROFESSORS 





Probable Date of Occurrence 






• Ptlorlty by 
Cumulative 
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NOTE: In the case of priority, the cumulative freguency for the two highest (1 Snd 2) 
positions 'on the priority scale were used. 

The probable date of occurrence indicates the period in which 75 percent or more^ of the 
^---pondents Jbeileve an item will become common practice,*-^ 
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- best realize th^ need for such courses are more optimistic in th61r time estliaa^ei^ 
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than are the professors who will be offering* the courses. * 

Officers ^nd professors assign a high priority rating. to twice as many , | 
innovations as do the practitioners who give a more conservative ratijig:^to the . . 
majority of th^- proposed innovations. Two innovations (I.l and r.3) are ^^fsxre- ^ 
cast for the early-middle period Cl9SGrfl984) ' by practitioners and officers 
respectively. The data in table 13 indicates, however, that the late-middle tla^ 
period (1985-1989) is the earliest date forecast by all groups combined for thc^e 
innovations considered most desirable, ^ ^ ' 

Summary and Conclusions ^ , ) 

Practitioners, officers, and professors agree, for the most part, in theirj 
estimations as to the desirability *of each trend and innovation differing signljE- 
^icantly on only four of the twenty-eight trends and on only four of *the twenty-? 
nine, innovations. Judgments about the probable date of occ^rrenc^ of the trends 
and Innovations are -at greater variance than tho^e for priority. The groups 



J' 



differ significantly on time estimations for five of the, trends and 'twelve of 
the innovations* . . 

i V- 

This study has implications for all those concerned, with school library media 

- ' . . y ' 

centers. More specifically, it has implications for practitioners, -officers ai?d 

leaders in the profession, and professors charged with providing the formal pr^ 

paration for school l^ibrary media specialists. ^ , • j 

The implications for practitioners appear awesjome. A school library medil 

specialist who can nfeet tKe expectations set forth in these trends and, innovations 

will be the most important member of the school staff able to do anything a teacher 

can do and most of what an adminis tractor must do. To achieve these trends and 

innovations, however, will require a more forceful applroach than has been cha^ac- 
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ceristic of many professionals in the past. 

If library, educators are to meet the needs of those who will be functioning 
as school library media specialists, library schools will have to provide a 
much more media oriented course of studies than is now offered in many programs. 
Library schools will have to require .their students to cross disciplinary lines 
to take education courses that will make them knowledgeable about the curriculum, 
individualized learning, and' the myriad things they will have to Icnow in order to 
take their proper place on the educational team. Less autonomous library programs 
such as those that are 'part of a college of education may be at an ad-^antage' in 
' this interdisciplinary effort. . 

Officers and leaders of the profession may face the greatest challenge of 
all. Theirs is the responsibility to lead the practitioners and to push the 
professors. They must lead those in the field to revise their philosophies and 

to update their skills in order to meet the needs of the future. They mast push 

s 

the professors to revise their' philosophies and to update their courses to meet ' 
the needs of aspirants to the profession as well as established members ^i^^erested 
in continuing education. — * 

Enjerson wrote that "the project of innovation is the best possible state of 
things." This study indicates that members of the profession think that sufficient 
ti-^e exists to promote desir^^le trends and innovations and tp circumvent the , ones 
considered less desirable. T^ose entrusted with the future of school library 
media centers may never achieve 'that best possible state, but with sound planning 
ihoy an achieve a better state. • " 
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